Guitar Boogie Transcription Notes





This transcription is intended to represent the acoustic version of this mythical piece as played by Arthur Smith, with the possible exception of section H in which some notes are very difficult to recognize exactly, even when using sophisticated helping software. In addition, Arthur likely plays this section one stroke per note, but I decided to favor ease of play using only two strokes per triplet, one downstroke followed by a pull-off, plus an upstroke. For the same reasons, it is also likely that the left hand fingering is different from the one used by Arthur for those notes played on the 6th, 5th and 4th strings.





This tab is likely more detailed and more complex than what appears in usual tabs. So it may be hard to read in a few places unless the reader is very familiar with sight reading. Anyway, this tab is to be considered as a reference document to be used along with listening to the actual audio record.





Some technical details





The tab is written in swing mode, i-e the two quavers of a beat are to be played as dotted quaver � half quaver, as indicated by the tempo text.  Where there are a few notes to be played straight, I did not use tempo text to mark them because to get a correct playback with my notation software Sibelius I would have had to add tempo text to restart the swing mode, and that would have been a bit painful to read.





Instead of that I just highlighted those notes to be played straight, using a yellow rectangle around them (plus adjusting the Sibelius playback properties as needed, which are not visible when staff is printed).





Given the intent of the transcription, sections A and B which are repeated elsewhere in this piece are each transcribed individually, reflecting the way Arthur Smith played each one of them during the recording session. No surprise these sections are a tiny bit different at each occurrence.





The Transcribe! software





I would not have been able to achieve this transcription effort without the help of the Transcribe! Software, specially the following features


ability to mark the waveform using bar, beat, and further subdivisions (8th,16th, triplet)


up to 20x audio slowdown, most of the time I used 2x to 4x, but 20x was needed here and there.


Worth to remark that slowed down audio is very useful to differentiate plucked notes from the notes played using pull-offs, slides, etc � The note initial transient differs.


Spectrum analysis and note recognition inside a selected audio segment





This last feature helped me a lot me to identify a number of notes which are hard or even impossible to initially recognize when listening to the audio, even if slowed down. These are typically open strings played intentionally or even likely by mistake! I marked them X when it really seems this is a mistake.











Some useful URLs (The first two sites are in French)





http://freechet.e-monsite.com/pages/tablatures/guitar-boogie.html   // a less complete tab


http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x8wurl_comment-jouer-la-8-eme-grille-de-gu_music





http://www.seventhstring.com			// Transcribe www Site


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1fr_5v6nc-s	// Transcribe tutorial


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1lQ9VbO-m-I	 // Live by Arthur, differs from the record.








Last words





Please let me know if you think there are some mistakes in the tab.





Enjoy practicing ...





Michael


